Second International Thematic Conference  
“European Cinema and Young People” 
Programme  
International Conference 

Encounter Visual Literacy 
Amsterdam 
The Netherlands 
Tuesday 24 October 2006: location City, Leidseplein 
09.30 - 09.45 Registration first floor (coffee/tea) 

09.45 – 09.50 Welcome in City 5 by the host country  

09.50 – 09.55 Welcome by Alberdingk Thijm College 

09.55 - 10.00 Welcome by the coordinator of the Network “Cinema and Young People”. 

10.00 - 10.30  Keynote lecture by Prof. Dr. Anneke Smelik, professor in Visual Culture at the          

  University of Nijmegen (Netherlands) on the theme Encounter Visual Literacy.  

Together we walk to the workshop location: Barlaeus Gymnasium, Weteringschans 
10.45 - 11.15 Coffee/tea break  

11.15 - 13.15 Workshops round 1 
13.15 – 14.15 Lunch break 

14.15 – 16.15 Workshops round 2  
16.15 – 16.45 Coffee/tea break 

16.45 – 17.30 Laura Sau and Ilde Antonioli. How to participate in a European project for schools? 

Wednesday 25 October 2006: location Dutch Filmmuseum, Vondelpark 
09.00 – 09.30 Registration with coffee/tea 

09.30 – 10.30 Presentation educational film project: Bicycles with live piano music. 

Together we walk to the workshop location: Barlaeus Gymnasium, Weteringschans. 
10.45 – 11.15 Coffee/tea break  

11.15 - 13.15 Workshops round 3 

13.15 - 14.15 Lunch  

14.15 - 16.15 Workshops round 4  

16.15 – 16.30 Presentation Comenius by European Platform The Netherlands 

16.30 –17.45 Speed date (with drinks and bites): the conference participants meet in an informal environment to talk, exchange opinions, draw conclusions, explore new European collaborations  and elaborate on a questionnaire on the work done.   

17.45 – 18.00 Closing session   

General information  on the net “European Cinema and young people” 
The rationale of the network 
In every European country, broadly speaking in every Western country, the culture of image is predominant. Information, culture and entertainment are broadcast and passed through the TV, the computer and the cinema but students and pupils do not possess the means to understand and decode what they see and watch. This is even worse if we  consider Internet websites, and its subtly violent trash messages. 

Our students and pupils become addict to the visual language of images since their childhood. As a consequence they cannot understand below the surface of images, and they uncritically absorb anything they see and watch, and conform to lifestyles they cannot choose or think about. 

To educate them to European citizenship means, in our case, to change this radically, and to use the positive aspects of the visual language we share in our cultures. 

We want to use the power of images to bring into contact different cultures, to show lifestyles in different European countries, to make our pupils and students understand our common European identity that exists even beyond differences. 

Among the different visual languages, cinema (fiction, cartoons, documentary) is a privileged field of investigation because it is rich and winning for our target. 

Through cinema, we can organize a lot of extremely diversified activities that make the participation of students of different ages (primary, secondary and post-secondary are involved) and different European countries (some countries have a good experience, some work for the first time ) possible. 

The planned activities list the reading of images, the study of the sound track, the writing of critical reviews, the presentation of analysed films to an audience, the making of audiovisuals, the comparison of different European cinemas, the contact between young people of different nationalities during International Film Festivals . 

Aims  
a. Use the universal language of cinema to bring into contact and develop competences and critical sense of pupils and students. 

b. Reduce the tendency of young people to conform and homologate and improve their awareness in making choices. 

c. Give students responsibilities, assigning them the task of making cinematographic products. 

d. Create the awareness of the differences and similarities between students from different countries. 

e. Sensitize school authorities in order to change curricula in the field of visual education. 

f. Spread the network’s way of working to more subjects (schools, associations…) interested in this thematic field.  

 Pedagogical and didactical approaches  
a. Centrality of the student: how is it carried out? The students choose full-length films to analyse and subjects to present. The teachers facilitate diverse relations and approaches to find information, more than giving their one knowledge.  

b. Democratic know-how. Team-work, planning, bearing responsibility, recognizing the value of the roles taken, searching problems’ solutions together. 

c. Develop creativity thanks to learned knowledge. Plan and/or realize an original product, also thanks to meetings with experts and “cinema people”. 

Another methodological aspect is the circulation and the spreading of the realized products, their dissemination. The products must be designed also with the aim of “socialization”.  

Expected impact 
Given the variety of the actors involved in the network, the main impact and aim is to create a steady connection and a strong cooperation both vertically (among different levels of schools, from primary to post-diploma courses in the field of cinema) and horizontally (among schools, cinema Associations, Public Trusts and Local Councils) to realize and disseminate models of good praxes. 

Working on cinema and with cinema at a good level involves, in fact, the usage of experts that teach procedures and methods somehow totally new in schools. 

Thanks to this cooperation both teachers and students will develop competences in the field of Visual Arts, will get used to compare approaches and products with partners of other countries, will learn self-assessment and how to assess the realized products following shared criteria. 

The experts of the cinema associations and the “cinema people” will join a teaching experience that will transform their job into knowledge for the young they will get in contact with, creating a positive feedback. 

The implementation of the network will also improve the fight against prejudices towards those who are different from us, those who are foreigners and it will contribute to develop a culture of dialogue and tolerance. 

Partnership 
The counties participating in the net are 8, the partners are 27 and the associate partners about 10. 

More information available at www.ecayp.net   

Partnership: 

	Italy 
	Artistic Institute of Higher Education “A.Passaglia” 

	 
	Provincia of Lucca Education Council, Lucca 

	 
	Association of cinematographic culture “Arsenale”, Pisa 

	 
	“Galileo Chini” Institute, Lido di Camaiore, Lucca 

	 
	“Massarosa 2” Institute Comprehensive, Massarosa, Lucca 

	 
	Industrial Technical Institute “L. Cobianchi”, Verbania 

	 
	Secondary School “Ferrini”, Verbania 

	 
	Scientific State High School  with Classical section “B.Cavalieri”, Verbania 

	 
	Secondary School  Omegna 

	 
	Middle School “Ranzoni”, Verbania 

	France 
	Lycée “Carnot”, Cannes 

	 
	Rencontres Internationales film et jeunesse Cannes 

	 
	Ecole primaire de Souraide 

	 
	Lycée « Renée Cassin », Biarritz 

	 
	Festival des Cinemas et Cultures de l’Amerique Latine, Biarritz 

	Germany 
	Gymnasium Johanneum Europaschule, Lingen 

	 
	Stadtisches Heinrich –Heine- Gymnasium, Munich 

	The Netherlands 
	Alberdingk Thijm College, Hilversum 

	United Kingdom 
	Association of cinematographic culture “The Nerve Centre”, Derry 

	 
	Saint Joseph’s Boys School, Derry 

	 
	Torquay Boy’s Grammar School, Torquay 

	Finland 
	Lauttasaaren Yhteiskoulu, Helsinki 

	 
	Kitisenrannan Peruskoulu, Sodankyla 

	 
	Hepolan Koulu,  Kemi 

	Romania 
	Colegiul National “Roman-Voda”, Roman 

	 
	Liceul de Arte Plastice , Timisoara 

	Spain 
	I.E.S. Zubiri Manteo, San Sebastian 


The International Thematic Conference 
The Conference will go on in English. 

Conference participants can follow two workshops a day. 

Most workshop last two hours, some four hours. 

The workshop method is learning by doing. 

Different workshops are offered Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Target 
Teachers (primary schools, secondary schools, high schools) and all those who develop school projects in the thematic field of visual arts and communication, Cinema Associations that work on the spreading of the image culture, regional and national education authorities. 

Logistical information. 
The conference will take place in Amsterdam, City 5 and Barlaeus Gymnasium (Leidseplein), Dutch Filmmuseum (Vondelpark). 

The cost of a night in a 3 star hotel is about 80/100 Euros in a single room and 120/140 in a double room; in a bed&breakfast 50 Euros (single room ) or 80/100 Euros (double room). 

Contact: 
Italy. Patrizia Favati, patrifavati@yahoo.it   

The Nederlands. Franka Stas, fmstas@hotmail.com , f.stas@klg.nl ,   Ad Van Dam, a..v.dam@planet.nl   

